
What is an FSA ID? 

• Students, parents, and borrowers are required to use an FSA ID, made up of a username 

and password, to access certain U.S. Department of Education websites. Your FSA ID is 

used to confirm your identity when accessing your financial aid information and 

electronically signing your federal student aid documents. 

It's important to understand that the student and the parent may not share an FSA ID: 

• Your FSA ID is your signature, so it has to be unique to you. If you are a parent of a 

dependent student, you will need your own FSA ID if you want to sign your child's 

FAFSA form electronically. If you have more than one child attending college, you can 

use the same FSA ID to sign all applications, but each child must have his or her own. 

• Please note: Each FSA ID user must have a unique email address and/or mobile phone 

number. 

How do I get an FSA ID? You can create an FSA ID when logging into certain ED websites. 

The FSA ID process consists of three main steps: 

1. Enter your log-in information. 

• Provide your email address, a unique username, and a password. 

• Enter your personal information. 

• Provide your name, date of birth, and Social Security number (SSN). 

• Enter your mailing address. 

• Select whether or not you would like to register your mobile phone number for account 

recovery using text messages. 

• Provide your mobile phone number. 

• Select your language preference. 

• For security purposes, complete the four challenge questions and answers. 

• Submit your FSA ID information. 

• Agree to the terms and conditions. 
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2. Verify your mobile phone number. (This is optional, but helpful. This verification allows you 

to retrieve your username or reset your password without answering challenge questions.) 

3. Verify your email address. (This is optional, but helpful. By verifying your email address, you 

can use your email address as your username when logging into certain ED websites. Also, 

we'll be able to notify you by email of changes to your account. This verification also allows 

you to retrieve your username or reset your password without answering challenge 

questions.) 

Important: When creating your FSA ID, don't use your school-assigned email address. Use 

an email address that you'// have access to after you leave school. You'// probably need to 

use your FSA ID afteryou leave school, and it's important to have an active email address 

associated with your FSA ID account. 

Can I create an FSA ID for my child, parent, or spouse? 

• No. Only the owner of an FSA ID should create or use the account. 

• Here's why: the FSA ID serves as a legal signature and should not be shared with 

anyone, including family, school personnel, loan servicers, or contact center agents. 

Can an Email Address be used more than once? 

• No. An email address cannot be used with more than one FSA ID. If you forget your 

username or password, you can request that a secure code be emailed to you, allowing 

you to reset your username or password. For security reasons, you don't want that code 

being sent to someone else. Likewise, a mobile phone number cannot be used with 

more than one FSA ID. If you forget your username and password, you can request that 

a secure code be texted to your mobile phone, allowing you to retrieve your username 

and reset your password. 

Does my FSA ID expire? 

• Yes. Your username does not expire, but your FSA ID password will expire every 18 

months unless you change it. 

What if I forget my FSA ID username or password? 

• If you've forgotten your username or password, there are options provided for you to 

recover your account information using the "Forgot My Username" or "Forgot My 

Password" options. 
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WHAT is federal student aid? 
Federal student aid comes from the federal government

specifically, the U.S. Department of Education . It's money that 

helps a student pay for higher education expenses (i .e., college, 

career school, or graduate school expenses). 

Federal student aid covers such expenses as tuition and fees, 

room and board , books and supplies, and transportation. 

There are three main categories of federal student aid: grants, 

work-study, and loans. Check with your school's financial aid 

office to find out which programs the school participates in. 

WHO gets federal student aid? 
Every student who meets certain eligibi lity requirements can 

get some type of federal student aid, regardless of age or family 

income. Some of the most basic eligibility requirements are that 

you must 

• demonstrate financial need (for most programs-to learn 

more, visit StudentAid.gov/how-calculated); 
• be a U.S. citizen or an eligib le noncitizen; 

• have a valid Social Security number; 

• register (if you haven 't already) with Selective Service if 

you're a male between the ages of 18 and 25; 

• maintain satisfactory academic progress in college or career 

school; 

• sign the certification statement on the Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form stating that 

o you are not in default on a federal student loan and do 

not owe money on a federal student grant, and 

o you will use federal student aid only for educational 

purposes; and 

• show you're qualified to obtain a college or career school 

education by 

o having a high school diploma or a General Educational 

Development (GED) certificate or a state-recognized 

equivalent; or 

o completing a high school education in a home-school 

setting approved under state law; or 

o enrol ling in an eligible career pathways program. 

Find more details about eligibi lity criteria 

at StudentAid.gov/eligibility. 

Federal 
Student 

HOW do you apply for federal student aid? 
1. To apply for federal student aid, you need to complete the 

FAFSA® form at fafsa.gov. If you plan to attend college from 

July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019, you'll be able to submit a 

2018- 19 FAFSA form beginning on Oct. 1, 2017. You'll be 

required to report income and tax information from 2016. 

Schools and states often use FAFSA information to award 

nonfederal aid, but their deadlines vary. Check with the 

schools that you're interested in for their dead lines, and find 

state deadlines at fafsa.gov. 

2. Students and parents are required to use an FSA ID, made 
up of a username and password, to submit their FAFSA 
form online and to access sensitive information on U.S. 
Department of Education websites. Your FSA ID is used to 

confirm your identity and electronically sign your federal 

student aid documents. Your FSA ID has the same legal 

status as a written signature . Don't give your FSA ID to 

anyone or allow anyone to create an FSA ID for you. To 

create an FSA ID, visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid. 

3. After you apply, you'll receive a Student Aid Report, or SAR. 
Your SAR contains the information reported on your FAFSA 

and usually includes your Expected Family Contribution 

(E FC). The EFC is a number (not a dollar amount) used 

to determine your eligibility for federal student aid. Review 

your SAR information to make sure it's correct. The 

school(s) you list on your FAFSA will get your SAR data 

electronically. 

4. Contact the school(s) you might attend. Make sure the 

financial aid office at each school you're interested in has 

all the information needed to determine your eligibi lity. If 

you're eligible, each school's financial aid office wil l send 

you an aid offer showing the amount and types of aid (from 

all sources) the school will offer you. You can compare the 

aid offers you received and see which school is the most 

affordable once financial aid is taken into account. 

5. Completing and submitting the FAFSA form is free and 

quick, and it gives you access to the largest sources of 

financial aid to pay for college or career school-federa l, 

state, and school sources. If you need a paper FAFSA form , 

request one at edpubs.gov or ca ll toll free at 1-877-433-7827. 

Aid HAVE QUESTIONS? • StudentAid.gov • 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) toll-free 
An OFFlCE of the 
U.S, DEPARTM ENT of EDU CAT ION Contact or visit the following: • a college financial aid office • 1-800-730-8913 (toll-free TTY for the hard 

• studentaid@ed.gov of hearing) PROUD SPONSOR of 
the AMERICAN MIND® 

mailto:studentaid@ed.gov
http:StudentAid.gov
http:edpubs.gov
http:fafsa.gov
http:fafsa.gov


FEDERAL STUDENT AID AT A GLANCE 
Program and Type of Aid Program Information Annual Award Amount (subject to change) 

Federal Pell Grant For undergraduates with financial need who have not earned bachelor's or 
professiona l degrees ; in some cases, a student enroll ed in a 

Amou nts can change annual ly. For 2017- 18 
(July 1, 2017, to June 30, 20 18), the award 

Grant: does not have postbaccalaureate teacher ce rtification program may also receive a Federal amount was up to $5,920. 
to be repa id Pell Grant. 

A student can receive a Federal Pell Grant for no more than 12 semesters or 
the equ iva lent (roughly six years) . 

Visit StudentAid.gov/pell-grant for more information. 

Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity 
Grant (FSEOG) 

Grant: does not have 
to be repa id 

For undergraduates with exceptional fi nancia l need; Federa l Pel l Grant 
recipients take priority; funds depend on ava ilabil ity at school. 

Up to $4,000. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/fseog for more information . 

Teacher Education 
Assistance for College and 
Higher Education (TEACH) 
Grant 

Grant: does not have to 
be repa id unless converted 
to a Direct Unsu bsidized 
Loan for fa ilu re to ca rry out 
teaching service obligation 
as promised 

For undergraduate, postbaccalaureate, and graduate students who are 
complet ing or plan to complete cou rse work needed to begin a career in 
teach ing. As a co nd ition for receiving this grant. a student must sign a TEACH 
Grant Agreement to Serve in which the stud ent agrees to perform four years of 
qual ifying teaching servi ce and meet other req uirements. 

Up to $4,000. 

Vis it StudentAid.gov/teach for more information. 

Iraq and Afghanistan 
Service Grant 

Grant: does not have to 
be repaid 

For students who are not Pel l-e ligible only because they have less financia l 
need than is required to rece ive Pell funds. A student's parent or guardian 
must have died as a resu lt of military service in Iraq or Afghanistan after the 
events of 9/11 . 

A stud ent can receive an Iraq and Afghan istan Service Grant for no more than 
12 semesters or the eq ui valent (rough ly six yea rs). 

The grant award ca n be equa l to the maximum 
Federa l Pel l Grant amount (see above), but 
cannot exceed your cost of attending sc hool. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/iraq-afghanistan 
for more info rmation. 

Federal Work-Study 

Work-Study: money is 
earned; does not have 
to be repaid 

For undergraduate and graduate students; part-time jobs can be on campus 
or off campus. Money is earned wh ile attending school. 

No annual minimum or maximum amounts. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/workstudy fo r more 
information. 

Direct Subsidized Loan 

Loa n: must be repaid 
with interest 

For undergraduate students who have financia l need; U.S. Department of 
Educat ion generally pays interest wh ile the student is in school and during 
certai n other per iods ; a student must be enroll ed at least half-t ime. Interest 
rate is 4.45% for loans first disbursed on or after July 1, 2017, and before July 
1, 2018, and fi xed for the life of the loan . Visit StudentAid.gov/interest for more 
information. 

Up to $5,500 depending on grade level and 
dependency status. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub for more 
inform ation . 

Direct Unsubsidized Loan 

Loan: must be repaid 
with interest 

For undergraduate and graduate or professional students; the borrower is 
responsible for interest during all periods; a student must be enrolled at least 
half-time; financ ial need is not req uired. Interest rate is 4.45% (undergraduate) 
and 6% (graduate or professional) for loans fi rst disbursed on or after July 1, 
2017, and before July 1, 2018, and fixed for the life of the loan . Visit 
StudentAid.gov/interest for more informa tion. 

Up to $20,500 (less any subsid ized amou nts 
rece ived for same period), depending on grade 
level and dependency status. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub for more 
information. 

Direct PLUS Loan 

Loan: must be repa id 
with interest 

For parents of dependent undergraduate students and for graduate or 
professional students; the borrower is responsible for interest during all 
peri ods; a student must be enrolled at least half-t ime; finan cial need is not 
req uired; the borrower must not have an adverse cred it history. The interest 
rate is 7% for loans first disbursed on or after July 1, 2017, and before July 1, 
2018, and fi xed for the life of the loan. Visit StudentAid.gov/interest fo r more 
information. 

Maximum amount is the cost of attendance 
minus any other financial aid received. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/plus for more information. 

Federal Perkins Loan 

Loan: must be repa id 
with interest 

For undergraduate and graduate students with exceptional fi nancial need. 
El igibility depends on the student's fi nancial need and avai labil ity of funds at 
the school. For questions on Perkins Loan eligibil ity, students must contact 
the school's financ ial aid office. The interest rate is 5% and fi xed for the life of 
the loan. 

Undergraduate students: up to $5,500; 
graduate and professional students: up to 
$8,000. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/perkins for more 
information . 

Note: The information in this document was compiled in spring 2017. For updates or additiona l info rmation, visit StudentAid.gov. 
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Critical questions to ask 
when choosing a school 

• What will I pay? What is my 
net price? 

• How will I pay? 

• Am I eligible to receive 
scholarships or grants? 

• Am I eligible for federal 
student aid? 

• What is the graduation 
or completion rate for 
the institution? 

• Wi ll I be able to repay 
my loans ? 

For comprehensive 
information on federal 
student aid programs, visit 
StudentAid.gov. 

At StudentAid.gov, you will find 
information to help you determine what 
types of federal financial aid you can 
receive, whether you qualify for aid, how 
to apply, how to manage your loans after 
college and much more. 

To order printed copies of this brochure, 
call toll-tree 1-800-USA-LEARN 
(1-800-872-5327). Those who use a 
telecommunications device for the deaf 
(TDD) or a teletypewriter (TTY) should 
call 1-800-877-8339. 

To access this brochure on the 
Department's website, vis it 
studentard.ed gov/sites/defaul 1/f rles/ 
comparrng-col leges pdf 

www.ed .gov 
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As you navigate the college admissions process, the U.S. Department of Education provides tools for you and your family that make it 
easy to compare vital information such as college costs, average student loan debt and graduation rates across different institutions. 

To access the tools described here and more, visit the College Affordability and Transparency Center at collegecost.ed.gov. 

The College Scorecard 

Costs 

$19,822 ,,. 

The College Scorecard includes 
essential information about a 
particular college ·s costs , its 
graduation rates and the average 
amount its students borrow, all in a 
standardized , easy-to-read format. 
It is designed to help you compare 
colleges and choose one that is well
suited to your individual needs. 

col legecost. ed gov/scorecard 

College Navigator 

c-$HEGENavigator 

Net Price Calculator Center 

The Net Price Calculator Center provides you 
a tool to explore the net price of any given 
college - that is, the price after subtracting 
the scholarships and grants you are likely 
to receive . Then, you can easily compare 
estimated net prices across the institutions that 
you are considering . 

collegecost.ed gov/netpricecenter aspx 

College Navigator is an interactive website 
that allows you to explore and compare 
features of different institutions, including 
programs and majors , admissions 
considerations, campus crime statistics 
and more. 

nces ed gov/collegenav,gator/ 

Financial Aid Shopping Sheet 

Costs In the 2014·15 year 

Estimated Cost of Attendance 

Tui1ion and lees 

Housing and meals 

BooKsandsupplies 

Transportation 

Other education costs 

Grants and scholarships to pay Tor college 

Total Grants and Scholarships r Git1· Aid: no repayment neocled) 

Grants and schola1ships from your school 

Federal Pell Grant 

Grants tram your state 

O the, scholarships you can use 

Many schools will send you a Shopping 
Sheet if they offer you a financial 
aid package. The Shopping Sheet 
provides personalized information on 
financial aid and net costs as well as 
general information on institutional 
outcomes - all in a standardized 
format. This tool provides an easy way 
to make clear comparisons among 
financial aid offers that you may 
receive. 

collegecost ed gov/shopping sheet.pd! 
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Federal 
Student 
An OFFICE of the 
U.S. DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION 

PROUD SPONSOR of 
the AMERICAN MIND ® 

What is federal student aid? 
It's money from the federal government-specifically, the 
U.S. Department of Education-that helps you pay for 
college or career school , or graduate school expenses. 
More than $150 billion in federal student aid is available 
through grants, work-study, and loans every year. 

Who gets federal student aid? 
Every student who meets certain eligibility requirements 

can get some type of federal student aid, regardless of 

age or family income. Some of the most basic eligibility 

requirements are that you must 

• demonstrate financial need (for most programs); 

• be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen; 

• have a valid Social Security number; 

• register (if you haven't already) with Selective Service if 

you're a male between the ages of 18 and 25; 

• maintain satisfactory academic progress in college or 

career school; and 

• show you're qualified to obtain a college or career 

school education by 

• having a high school diploma or a General 
Educational Development (GED) certificate or a 
state-recognized equivalent; or 

• completing a high-school education in a home
school setting approved under state law; or 

• enrolling in an eligible career pathways program. 

Find more details about eligibility requirements at 

StudentAid.gov/eligibility. 



How do I apply for federal 
student aid? 
You must create an FSA ID and complete the Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®l. 

1. Create your FSA ID at StudentAid.gov/fsaid. Students and parents 

are requ ired to use an FSA ID, made up of a username and 

password, to access and submit personal data at U.S. Department 

of Education websites . Your FSA ID is used to confi rm your identity 

and electronical ly sign your federal student aid documents. 

2. Complete the FAFSA at fafsa.gov. 

Completing and submitting the FAFSA is free and qu ick, and it gives 

you access to the largest sources of financ ial aid to pay fo r college or 

career school-federal, state, and school sources. If you need a paper 

FAFSA, contact our ED Pubs Distribution Center at www.edpubs.gov or 

toll -free at 1-877-433-7827. 

What information do I 
report on the FAFSA? 
The FAFSA asks for information about you 
(your name, Social Security number, date 
of bi rth , address, etc.) and about your 
financial situation. A series of questions will 

also determine whether you must provide 
information about your parents. The answer 
depends on whether you're considered a 
"dependent" or an " independent" student. 

Learn more about dependency status at 

StudentAid.gov/dependency. 

When do I complete the FAFSA? 
If you plan to attend school in fall 2016, you shou ld complete the 
FAFSA as soon as possible after Jan. 1, 2016 and befo re June 3 0, 
2017. You should complete it as soon as you can. 

Why should I apply as soon as possible? 
Your FAFSA helps you apply for federal, state, and school financial aid . 
Schools and states often use FAFSA information to award nonfederal 
aid, and their deadlines are usually early in the year, so you should 
apply as soon as possible. You should check with the schools you 're 
interested in to find out about their deadlines. You can f ind state 

dead lines at fafsa.gov. 

Do I need to apply for financial aid 
every year? 
Yes, you must reapply for aid every year. Also, if you change schools, 

your aid doesn't automatically transfer with you. Check with your new 

school to find out what you need to do to continue rece iving 

financial aid. 

If you're not ready to apply for federal student aid but would like 

to estimate your aid , visit StudentAid.gov/fafsa/estimate to use 

FAFSA4caster, an early eligibility estimator. 

Where does my FAFSA 
information go once I 
submit it? 
Once you submit your FAFSA your 
information is shared with the co lleges 
or ca reer schools you included on your 
FAFSA, and in some cases with your 

state 's higher education agency. 

• The financial aid office at a school to 

which you applied for admission uses 

your FAFSA information to determine 

how much federal student aid you may 

receive at that school. 

• If the school has its own funds to use 

for financial aid, it might use your 

FAFSA information to determine your 

eligibility for that aid. (The school 

might also have other forms it wants 

you to fill out to apply for aid there, so 

check with the school's financial aid 

office to be sure.) 

• Your FAFSA information also goes to 
I 

the higher education agencies in the 

states where your chosen schools are 

located. Many states have financial 

aid funds that they give out based on 

FAFSA information. 

http:fafsa.gov
http:www.edpubs.gov
http:fafsa.gov


How much will I get? 
When a school's financial aid office sends you an award 

letter, the letter will list the types of aid and amounts 
(from all sources) the school will offer you. 

How much aid you receive depends on a number of 

factors, including 

• cost of attendance (for each school) ; I completed the FAFSA... 
• Expected Family Contribution (EFC)-(EFC does not now what? represent a dollar amount but rather it is a number 

used to calculate how much financial aid you're After you submit your FAFSA, you ' ll receive a Student 
Aid Report (SAR), which is a summary of the FAFSA eligible to receive based on the information in your 

data you submitted. FAFSA); 

• year in school; and 
• You'll get you r SAR within three days (if you 

complete your FAFSA online) to three weeks (if • enrollment status (that is, full-time, half-time, etc.). 

you mail your paper FAFSA) after you subm it your You can compare aid offers from the schools to which 
FAFSA. you applied and see which school is the most affordable 

once financial aid is taken into account. Keep in mind• Be sure to look over your SAR to make sure you 
that the financial aid office at the school will determine 

didn 't make any mistakes on your FAFSA. 
how much financial aid you're eligible to receive. Contact 

• The SAR won 't tell you how much financial aid the school's financial aid office if you have any questions 
you'll get; it's a summary of the information being about your award letter or the aid being offered to you. 
sent to the schools you listed on your FAFSA. 

For more information on how aid is calculated, visit 
• If you don 't need to make any changes to the StudentAid.gov/how-calculated. 

information listed on your SAR, just keep it for 

your records. 

• To find out how to correct mistakes, or update 

your tax return or other information in your FAFSA, 

visit StudentAid.gov/fafsa/next-steps/accept-aid Should I accept all the aid 
or contact the school you are applying to for I'm offered? 
instructions. 

You don't have to. When your school's financial aid office 
• Next , expect to receive an award letter from the 

sends you an award letter, they'll ask you to indicate the 
schools at which you were accepted for admission. 

financial aid you want to accept. Look carefully at your 
options and make sure you accept only what you need. A 

good approach is to 

• first, accept free money (scholarships and grants), What's an award letter? 
i.e., funds you don't have to pay back; 

If you applied for admission to a college or career school • then, accept earned money (work-study), i.e., funds 
and have been accepted (although not all schools requ ire 

you earn through a job; and 
students to be accepted before telling them of their 
eligibility for aid), and you listed that school on your • finally, accept borrowed money (student loans), i.e ., 

FAFSA, the school will calculate your aid and send you money you have to pay back with interest. 

an electronic or paper "award letter" telling you how Look carefully at your options, especially when it comes 
much aid you 're eligible to receive at that school. 

to loans that you'll have to pay back. 

The timing of the award letter varies from school to For more details on accepting aid, visit 
school and could be as early as springtime (awarding StudentAid.gov/fafsa/next-steps/accept-aid. 
for the fall) or as late as immediately before you start 
school. It depends on when you apply and how the 
school prefers to schedule awarding of aid. 
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Eligibility and Program Info~ 

I 

Program 

Federal Pell Grant 

Federal Supplemental Educational 
Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 

Teacher Education Assistance 
for College and Higher Education 
(TEACH) Grant 

Iraq and Afghanistan 
Service Grant 

For undergraduates with financial need who have not earned bachelor's or professional degrees; in so 
program may also receive a Federal Pell Grant. 

A student can receive a Federal Pell Grant for no more than 12 semesters or the equivalent (roughly s 

For undergraduates with exceptional financial need; Federal Pell Grant recipients take priority; funds 

For undergraduate, postbaccalaureate, and graduate students who are completing or plan to complet~ 
Agreement to Serve saying he or she will teach full-time in a high-need field for four complete acade~ 
elementary school, secondary school, or educational service agency serving children from low-income 

Grant does not have to be repaid unless student fails to carry out service obligation. 

For students who are not Pell-eligible due only to having less financial need than is required to receiv 
Iraq or Afghanistan after the events of 9/11. 

A student can receive an Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant for no more than 12 semesters or the eJ 

Federal Work-Study 

Direct Subsidized Loans 

Direct Unsubsidized Loans 

Direct PLUS Loans 

Federal Perkins Loans 

For undergraduate and graduate students; jobs can be on campus or off campus; students are paid a 

For undergraduate students who have financial need; U.S. Department of Education generally pays in 
must be at least half-time. Interest rate is 4.29% for loans first disbursed on or after July 1, 2015 an 
StudentAid.gov/interest for the latest information on interest rates. Borrowers may not receive this ty~ 
study; the U.S. Department of Education may stop paying interest if the student who received Direct 

For undergraduate and graduate or professional students; borrower is responsible for all interest; stuc. 
is 4.29% (undergraduate) and 5.84% (graduate or professional) for loans first disbursed on or after J 
Visit StudentAid.gov/interest for the latest information on interest rates. 

For parents of dependent undergraduate students and for graduate or professional students; borrower 
time; financial need is not required. Interest rate is 6.84% for loans first disbursed on or after July 1, 
StudentAid.gov/interest for the latest information on interest rates. 

For undergraduate and graduate students with exceptional financial need. Interest rate is 5% and fixe 
and availability of funds at the school. If you have questions about Perkins Loan eligibility, please co~ 

For more information on interest rates, visit St1.1dentAid.gov/interest. For more information on types of federal student aid, 



mation 

ne cases, a student enrolled in a postbaccalaureate teacher certification 

ix years). 

lepend on availability at school. 

course work needed to begin a career in teaching; recipient must sign 
lie years (within eight years of completing the academic program) at an 
families. 

Pell funds; whose parent or guardian died as a result of military service in 

uivalent (roughly six years). 

Annual Award Amounts (subject to change) 

Amounts can change annually. 

For 2016-17 (July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017), the award amount 
is up to $5,815. 

For Federal Pell Grant details and updates, visit 
Stude ntAid.gov/peI I-grant. 

Up to $4,000. 

For FSEOG details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/fseog. 

Up to $4,000. 

For TEACH Grant details and updates, visit StudentAid.gov/teach. 

Up to $5,382.30 for grants first disbursed on or after Oct. 1, 
2015 and before Oct. 1, 2016. 

For Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant details and updates, visit 
StudentAid.gov/lraq-Afghanistan. 

least federal minimum wage; funds depend on availability at school. No annual minimum or maximum amounts. 

For Federal Work-Study details and updates, visit 
StudentAid.gov/workstudy. 
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erest while student is in school and during certain other periods; student Up to $5,500, depending on grade level and dependency status. 
J before July 1, 2016; rate is fixed for the life of the loan. Visit 
" of loan for more than 150 percent of the length of their program of For Direct Subsidized Loan details and updates, visit 

,ubsidized Loans for the maximum period continues enrollment. StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub. 

,nt must be at least half-time; financial need is not required. Interest rate Up to $20,500 (less any subsidized amount received for the 
1ly 1, 2015 and before July 1, 2016; rate is fixed for the life of the loan. same period), depending on grade level and dependency status. 

For Direct Unsubsidized Loan details and updates, visit 
StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub. 

is responsible for all interest; student must be enrolled at least half- Maximum amount is cost of attendance minus any other financial 
2015 and before July 1, 2016; rate is fixed for the life of the loan. Visit aid received. 

For Direct PLUS Loan details and updates, visit 
StudentAid.gov/plus. 

1for the life of the loan. Eligibility depends on the student's financial need Undergraduate students: up to $5,500; graduate and professional 
act your school's financial aid office. students: up to $8,000. For Federal Perkins Loan details and 

updates, visit StudentAid.gov/perkins. 

visit StudentAid.gov/types. 



How will I receive my aid? 
Your college or career school-not the U.S. 
Department of Education-will distribute your 
aid and, in most cases, your federal student aid 

Do I have to repay my loans? 

will be applied directly to your school account. 
The financial aid staff at your school will explain 
exactly how and when your aid will be disbursed 
(paid out). 

If you're getting federal student loans for the first 
time, you must complete entrance counseling 

Yes. Student loans, unlike grants and work-study, are borrowed and sign a master promissory note before you 
money that must be repaid, with interest, just like car loans receive your loan money. 
and home mortgages. You cannot have these loans canceled 
because you didn't like the education you received, didn't get 
a job in your field of study, or are having financial difficulty. So 
think about the amount you ' ll have to repay before you take out 

a loan . Student loans aren 't easily written off in bankruptcy. 

• While you don't have to repay your Direct Loan while you're Contact Us 
enrolled in an eligible school, you don't have to wa it until 

U.S. Department of Education you graduate to start repaying your loans. For detailed 
Federal Student Aid Information Center (FSAIC) information on repayment, visit StudentAid.gov/repay. 
P.O. Box 84 

• You can use our repayment est imator to estimate your Washington, DC 20044-0084 
federal student loan payments under each repayment plan . 1-800-4-FED-AI D (1-800-433-3243) 
Visit StudentAid.gov/repayment-estimator to use the tool. TTY users can call 1-800-730-8913. 

Callers in locations without access to 1-800 
numbers may call 1-334-523-2691 (this is not 

a toll-free number). 

Stay Connected 
What else do I need to rememberAccess your federal loan information at 

StudentAid.gov/login when applying for financial aid? 
Information for U.S. armed forces 

• Free help is available any time during the application 
StudentAid.gov/military 

process. Online help is available while you complete your 

application at fafsa.gov, and you can get free information 

and help from your school counselor, the financial aid office~ /FederalStudentAid 
at the school you plan to attend, or the U.S. Department of 

Education at StudentAid.gov or 1-800-4-FED-AID (l-800-

433-3243). You should never have to pay for help! 'tj#' / FAFSA 
• Your Student Aid Report (SAR) has to be correct to 

ensure that you receive your aid. The U.S. Department 

of Education will send you your SAR. Review it and, if You(m / FederalStudentAid 
necessary, make changes or corrections following the 

instructions in the SAR. 
The information in this guide was compiled in 

• Be sure to always respond to any correspondence your fall 2015. For changes to federal student aid 
school sends you.programs since then, visit StudentAid.gov. 

., I 

• Review award letters, compare the types and amounts 
Printed: March 2016 

of aid you are offered from each school, and contact the 
Photos: U.S. Department of Education 

school's financial aid office if you have any questions about 

the aid being offered. 

http:StudentAid.gov
http:StudentAid.gov
http:fafsa.gov

